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Sgt. Joseph

Porter Becomes

First Graduate Killed inVietNam

By LIZ CARTER

Army Sergeant Joseph S.
Porter, Jr., member of the
Class of 1964 and a Bronze
Star winner, is the first Cra-
dock graduate to be killed
in action in the fighting in
Viet Nam.

Known as “Smokey” to his class-
mates, he died August 7 as a result
of a metal fragment wound from a
hostile mortar 25 miles north of Sai-
gon.

T feel like I'm living in a dream,”
his mother told a Shipmate reporter.
“When I awaken, I don’t know what
Tll do, but God will help me.”

Smokey had sent home lots of pic-
tures of his buddies. “All of these
boys look so young and so tired,”
she added.

“They’re fighting fora cause,” Mrs.
Porter stated. “These boys believe

Sgt. Joseph Porter, Jr.

that if the communists aren’t stopp-
ed in Viet Nam, they could come

over here. The’re fighting for the
rest of us. Smokey felt it was neces-
sary for them to be there. Smokey
died to protect all of us.”

“I just wish they’d stop fooling
around and end the war as soon
as possible,” she said.

Just three days before being sent
overseas, Smokey married Bonnie
Jordan, a leader of the Class of 1966.
They had gone together for a year
and a half. 2

Smibkey received the BYonze Star
as a result of heroic action Novem-
ber 8. According to the official cita-
tion, he was “‘serving as a rifleman
in support of Operation Attleboro
near the Cambodian border when his
unit was suddenly and violently at-
tacked by two Viet Cong main force
regiments.”

“Sergeant Porter bravely disre-
garded hostile fire to aid and evacu-
ate the wounded and to carry needed
ammunition for himself and his com-
rades, never thinking of his own per-
sonal safety,” the citation declared.

Bonnie spent a week in Hawaii in
February with Smokey, who was on
“rest and recreation” leave after the
Bronze Star award.

“Smokey knew he had to go,” Bon-

~nie said. e didn’t talk much abou

it. He did say there were some
great guys over there.”

Smokey had short blond hair,
green eyes, weighed 180 pounds, and
stood five feet eight inches. Heplay-
ed junior varsity football and was in
the Y. M. A. He worked for a time
at the C&P Telephone Company.

He was 20 years old.

“A quiet, friendly guy who liked
cars best describes the Smokey I
knew,” said Bill Havens, one of his
friends here. “He was a great guy.”





Scroll down for second article…
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PORTSMOUTH—Army Sgt. Jo-
seph S. Porter Jr., 20, of Ports-
mouth, was one of 11 servicemen
listed by the Defense Depart-
ment Wednesday as killed in
Vietnam.

1 Porter, a 1964 graduate of Cra-
dock High School, worked for

Chesapeake & Potomac Tele-*

phone Co. until he joined the
Army in 1966.

He went to Vietnam in Septem-
ber 1966, a few days after his
marriage to Bonnie Jordan of
Portsmouth. Last April he was
awarded the Bronze Star for her-
oism Nov. 8, 1966, when he was
serving as a rifleman in support
of Operation Attleboro near the
Cambodian Border.

Porter’s company was at-
tacked by two Vietcong main
force regiments. The citation ac-

companying the Bronze Star said
“he bravely disregarded hostile
fire to aid and evacuate the
wounded and to carry needed
ammunition for himself and his
comrades, never once thinking of
his personal safety.”

A telegram received by Por-
ter’s family indicates he died
Monday as a result of a metal
fragment wound from a fhostile
mortar about 25 miles north of
Saigon.

At the time of his death, Porter
was assigned to the Ist Infantry
Division, 1st Battalion, Company
A,
Besides his wife, Porter is sur-
vived by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph S. Porter Sr.; a
brother, David L. Porter; and a
sister, Debra K. Porter, all of
Chesapeake.

The body will be brought to
Snelling’s Funeral Home. Burial
with military honors will be in
Greenlawn Memorial Cemetery.
The time will be announced lat,-
er.





